
“Brava Miwa!” 

2025 Update 

 

At the time of this 1993 interview with Akihiro Miwa, the film Kurotokage aka 黒

蜥蝪 or Black Lizard (1968) had been only somewhat known via an English-

language subtitled VHS home video release (Cine Vista). Information on Miwa’s 

other work was extremely limited outside of Asia. This was also true of an earlier, 

similarly titled 1962 film adaptation from the same source material directed by 

Umetsugu Inoue (1923-2010) starring actress Machiko Kyô (1924-2019). Even so, 

there had been tantalizing rumors of a follow-up titled Kuro Bara no Yakata (1969) 

aka 黒薔薇の館 or Black Rose Mansion, to have been directed as well by Kinji 

Fukasaku (1930-2003). Therefore, with a lack of firm, corroborative evidence to its 

genuineness, mention of Black Rose Mansion was not included in the 1994/1995 

published article and accompanying interview. When later questioned about the 

movie during a personal 1995 meeting with Miwa in New York City, a request to 

confirm the film’s actuality was coyly declined.   

 

The passage of time resulted in the increasing appearance of further details on the 

reputed subsequent film. Then in the year of Fukasaku’s 2003 death, Black Rose 

Mansion was released on DVD eliminating any doubt of its existence 

(Chimera/Americán Cinematheque/Vitagraph). Frustratingly, Black Lizard 

remained elusive in any format available in the Western world for many years once 

the original VHS version fell out of print.  

 

In summer 2025, both Kurotokage and Kuro Bara no Yakata were packaged as a 

set and made available on DVD and Blu-ray from Shochiku Co., Ltd. who 

originally produced the films for theatrical distribution. This long-awaited release 

was made shortly after Miwa’s 90th birthday. At the time of this update, the set is 

being offered from Asia without subtitles.  






















