
 
Book Review By Michael Orlando Yaccarino 

 

 
[excerpt utilized by publisher for book promotion] 

 

The extraordinary and idiosyncratic filmography of Spanish filmmaker Jess (Jesús) Franco (1930–2013) and the 

artist himself defy any facile categorization. Perhaps this is precisely why neither has received the accolades 

and admiration of wider audiences. Edited by Antonio Lázaro-Reboll and Ian Olney, The Films of Jess Franco 

(Wayne State University Press) succeeds admirably in supporting the long overdue recognition of Franco as a 

cinematic (anti-) auteur whose career and work are worthy of in-depth analysis. Detractors have often cited the 

sheer prolificacy of the director’s oeuvre of well over 150 films as justification for their often equally mean-

spirited and fatuous dismissal. Yet as also a composer, musician, and passionate lover of jazz, Franco’s often 

open-ended hybrid explorations of the horrific and the erotic are undeniably aligned with the musical form of 

theme and variations. The result is a deliciously macabre fugue reaping dark pleasures frequently only more 

fully comprehended upon repeated viewings, especially when connecting the notes across multiple films. For 

the long-suffering Franco-file, the publication of this book signals the vindication of a previously overlooked 

moviemaker worthy of serious study and unbridled celebration. Featuring a selection of black and white images, 

The Films of Jess Franco includes insightful essays by contributors: Alberto Brodesco, Will Dodson, Finley 

Freibert, Antonio Lázaro-Reboll, Xavier Mendik, Ian Olney, Vicente Rodríguez Ortega, Tatjana Pavlovic, 

Rubén Romero Santos, Nicholas G. Schlegel, Aurore Spiers, Glenn Ward, and Andy Willis. [full review] 

 


